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2016 -2017 Board of Directors  

Annual Board Meeting  

TBA  

Congregation Beth Israel  

4402 Saratoga Blvd.  

(361) 857 -8181  

bethisraelcc.com  

Rabbi Ilan Emanuel  

President: Chris Adler  

Coastal Bend Havurah  

  hkwilk48@gmail.com   

(361) 991 -1118  

Representative: Helen Wilk  

Jewish Organizations in Corpus Christi  

Combined Jewish Appeal  

 (361) 855 -6239  

President: Nedra Lockhart  

Assistant: Norma Levens  

Chabad Coastal Bend                                         

Rabbi Naftoli Schmukler  

(361) 500 -2173  
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Jewish Community Council of Corpus Christi  

Bb^n HAA Dnfbjao-   

 ?o sb dbp nb^au pk sbh`kib peb h^op ikjpe kc peb ub^n ^ja Ae^jqg^e  
qlkj qo- lbklhb ^og ib- seu peb ekhfa^u fo olbhhba ok i^ju s^uo{{{ Go fp  
Ae^jqg^e- F^jqgg^e kn F^jqg^e{{{ 
 Ubhh- iu ^josbn fo- olbhh fp eksbrbn ukq hfgb} Reb ib^jfjd fo ^hs^uo peb  
o^ib- sef`e fo pk `bhb_n^pb peb pnfqile kc hfdep krbn a^ngjboo}  Pbibi_bn  
pe^p hkjd ^dk E-a i^ab ifn^`hbo fj Hbnqo^hbi} 
 F^rb ^ dnb^p ^ja F^llu F^jqgg^e ^ja i^u fp _b 
_nfdep sfpe c^ifhu- cnfbjao ^ja dkka eb^hpe} 
 
Dkjahu-  
Lkni^ 

mailto:hkwilk48@gmail.com


 

 

 

ITõS TIME TO RENEW  

YOUR JCC MEMBERSHIP ! 
 

Call us at (361) 855 -6239, 

or come by the JCC and  

visit us at 750 Everhart Rd.  

Sustainers 
Dr. James Caplin 

Jaki & Richard Hausman 

Beatrice & Richard Hinojosa 

Annette & Melvyn Klein 

Laurie & Michael Mintz 

Toby Shor 

Rona & L. A. Train 

Angels 
Ginger & Richard Harris 

Glenda & Jerry Kane 

Leigh & Andrew Sheinberg 

Linda Weil 

Jewish Community Center 2016 Members  
Patrons 

 Chris & Robert Adler 

Susser Family Foundation 

Members   
Carla De Pena 

Gayle & Charles Doraine 

Elizabeth Falk 

Carol & Don Feferman 

Roz & Ron Ferrell, DDS 

Emily Gold* 

Leah Goltzman  

Marian (Sussman) & Michael Hiatt 

Betty & Sam Hill (PsyD) 

Suzanne & John Hilliard 

 Kathy & David Hirschman 

Jana & Josh Hopkins 

Ruth & Hank Josephs 

Karen & Harold Kane 

Ruth Kane 

Carol & Sammy Kins 

Jeri Kolpack 

Amy & David Krams  

Chris & Carl Kuehn 

Dianne & Jim Lee  

Iris & Andy Lehrman 

Bobbie & Len Leshin 

Norma Levens 

Leslie & Carl Levy 

Members    

Nedra Lockhart 

Gail Gleimer Loeb 

Kenneth Maltz 

Marcia Marks 

Susan & Bill Martin 

Theresa & Abraham Moss 

Kari & Scott Rhodes 

Mary Lynn & Tom Rhodes 

Phyllis & Rabbi Kenneth Roseman 

Meredith & David Ryan 

Cathleen & Perry Sands 

Nene & Rabbi Naftoli Schmukler 

Barb & Chip Schwamb 

Manuela & Jaron Sela 

Nina Shannon 

Linda & Dean Snider 

Renee Solomon 

Joe Summers 

Marlene & Jack Super 

Elizabeth & Jerry Susser 

Michael T. Trimyer 

Phyllis Weissman  

Helen Wilk 

Arrena Sue Williams 

 

Please Support Your JCC!  

January 1, 2017 - December 31, 2017  
 

  $1500.00    Patron                                                                                            

  $  750.00    Sustainer            

  $  500.00    Angel  

  $  300.00    Family           

  $  275.00    Couple  

  $  200.00    Single   
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Members   
Matt Adler 

Randall Berry 

Lois & Gary Blum DDS 

Clara Braslau 

Jeanne & Mac Brenz 

Jeannetta (EdD) & Lawrence 

Caplan 

Leah & Bill  Cohen 
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The Miracle of Bubbie's Menorah  
By Eli Hecht 

 

 My sweet grandmother is a small woman, barely five feet tall. Her two feet tall candelabra was more than just 

a candle-holder. It was a family symbol, a magnet that brought us all together.  On Shabbat evenings Bubbie would don 

a special Shabbat kerchief. With great fanfare she would light each candle. When she finished lighting the last candle, 

she stood in front of the candelabra and closed her eyes. Tears ran down her cheeks. She prayed for her husband, her 

married children and her grandchildren. She spoke in Yiddish, "Her mein tier tata, hiet oif mein man, kinder un di eyni-

klach...." (Dearest Father in Heaven, watch and protect my husband, children and grandchildren. May it be your will that 

they grow up to be good people who are loyal to our religion. Please grant my dear husband a livelihood and patience. Watch over us all.)                                                                                                                 

 We all stood by the Shabbat table in awe. Bubbie looked like a queen speaking to the King of Kings, the Almighty G-d. When she finished her prayer, 

we began our Shabbat.  As our family grew, Bubbie spent more time with her candles. By the time she reached her 94th birthday, she had many married grandchil-

dren, who also had children of their own. There were five generations in Bubbie's family. When lighting the candles, Bubbie prayed for each family member.                                                                                                   

 Her candelabra was made of solid silver with a heavy silver base. All year-round it had three branches of two candlesticks. In the middle was a stem for 

another candle. The traditional custom for Shabbat eve is to light one candle each for the father, mother and children. As each child is born, another candle is 

added to the Shabbat lighting. Throughout the year Bubbie's candelabra was fitted for five candles.                                                                                                           

 During the week of Chanukah, she added another branch of two candlesticks each, making a total of nine candles. The candelabra was built in such a 

way that the candle holders could be removed and oil cups could be inserted for the special lighting on Chanukah. Our Shabbat candelabra became a Menorah.                                                                     

During the week of Chanukah she gave her prized candelabra to my grandfather to light candles for the holiday. Chanukah was our happiest time. All the children, 

grandchildren and great-grandchildren came to Bubbie and Zaydie to receive Chanukah gelt and join in the Menorah lighting.         

 Imagine the two-foot menorah with nine candles shining in all its glory. Zaydie stood proudly like a Kohain, the high priest in the temple, when he lit the 

menorah.  When Zaydie died, Bubbie would spend her winters in Miami Beach. She took her candelabra with her. Every Shabbats Bubbie would shine the silver 

candelabra and pray, "May my mazel (luck) always shine!"  All this came to an end when someone stole her menorah. Bubbie was livid. Her small body shook like 

a willow in the storm as she spoke about her most prized possession, her candelabra. How could anyone steal it? Her only concern was how she would light her 

candles.  She believed the menorah would return. "I have prayed that the menorah would protect us, and I'm sure that the menorah has done just that. Now I pray 

that the menorah protect itself and be returned to me."  With silent determination she prayed and prayed. The family did not know what to do. Unexpectedly a 

childhood friend from Austria, Bubbie's birthplace, once visited us and announced, "I never saw another menorah like yours until today. Surprisingly I saw a replica 

of your menorah, in the window of a gift store."  We were dumbfounded. Could it be that our guest had seen the stolen menorah? Bubbie jumped back and said, 

"Let's get my menorah back! It soon will be Chanukah and I need the menorah back."                                                                                                                                              

 Bubbie, my parents, Bubbie's girlfriend, and a policeman made their way to the gift shop. With a gleam in her eyes and a shout of joy Bubbie pointed to 

her menorah and said to it, "Yes, you have done well. You have protected us and now you have protected yourself. Come back home with me."  Before anyone 

could say anything, Bubbie grabbed the menorah off the shelf and held it close to her heart. Nobody could stop her. Neighbors, Jewish and non-Jewish, joined 

Bubbie in her triumphant walk home. The closer she neared home, more and more people joined her. Bubbie, dressed in the European manner, with her slight 

frame carrying a menorah almost as big as her, followed by a procession of excited family and friends, was a sight to see. It truly was a grand Chanukah parade. 

The menorah was given a special cleaning, and that Chanukah was the brightest in Bubbie's home. Who says that miracles don't happen anymore? 

http://www.chabad.org/search/keyword_cdo/kid/6626/jewish/Eli-Hecht.htm
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